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The Alliss Building
The Lower School children, staff and parents enjoyed a very special day earlier 
this term when Jackie Alliss, Chair of Governors, and members of the Alliss family, 
joined the Headmaster to officially “open” the Alliss Building.  With the sun shining 
in recognition of such a happy event, Mrs Alliss spoke of how overwhelmed and 
delighted she was when the Headmaster announced that the new building would be 
dedicated to her in recognition of her loyalty and commitment to the school.  To the 
cheers of the crowd and an abundance of enthusiastic flag waving, Mrs Alliss declared 
the new building officially open.  And as a special treat, Mr Walliker declared the rest 
of the day, an academic free zone for the children who had a brilliant time celebrating 
in the woods and school grounds.  A truly wonderful historic day for St. Ed’s.

Goodbye Year 11

With a combination of pride and sadness, 
the Headmaster hosted a black tie dinner 
at the Frensham Pond Hotel on Friday 
14th June to celebrate the Form 11s 
final GCSE exam and their official last 
day of school at St. Ed’s.  Raising his glass 
to our 2019 Leavers, the Headmaster 
congratulated them all on their hard 
work and contribution to school life 
and wished each and every one of them 
the very best of luck as they enter the 
next stage in their educational journey.   
(photos on page 7)



What’s been going on ..... 

Father’s Day
All of Form 7DR’s Dads left the Jubilee Hall on 12th June  feeling 
very special thanks to Mrs Drummond’s heart-warming and 
moving assembly focussing on Father’s Day.  Each and every 
member of her class wrote their own words describing why 
they love their Dads/Grandfathers/Uncles and yes, you’re right, 
there wasn’t a dry eye in the house amongst the parents and 
staff!  Well done 7DR!

Form 5LvO performed a nostalgic assembly last week as they 
spoke of their time in Form 5 and their favourite moments 
throughout the year.   As always, it was incredible to see how 
much had actually happened in a year …. someone press the 
stop button!!

Common Entrance Success 2019
Many congratulations to all of our Form 8 pupils who achieved excellent 13+ 
Common Entrance results last week.  Of the grades awarded across all subject 
papers, an impressive 43% were at A* or A grade level, an outstanding performance  
resulting in 100% of pupils gaining a place in their first choice of Senior School.  Such 
achievement, combined with our Scholarship success and superb 11+ results earlier 
this year, confirm St. Ed’s commitment as a home of great academic excellence.  Well 
done everyone, your success is thoroughly deserved.

Jamie Oakly is a key member of our fantastic 
catering team but his talents do not end 
there!  In his spare time, Jamie makes 
spectacular costumes and has become a one 
man fancy dress designer to his many family 
and friends for all occasions!  Realising this 
particular talent of his, Mr Darrington put 
Jamie to work to create Lumiere’s famous 
candelabra arms for this term’s Beauty 
and the Beast and Jamie certainly did not 
disappoint.  His amazing creations need a 
huge #St. Ed’s shout out …. what incredibly 
artistic talent, thank you Jamie!

A man of many talents!

St. Ed’s Babies!
We have the delight of two new St. Ed’s 
babies this term!  Many congratulations to 
Mr and Mrs Balfour on the arrival of their 
baby daughter, Emilia Grace, who arrived 
in the world on 17th April, and to Mrs 
and Mr Reynolds who welcomed their 
son Dylan George Robert on 29th May.  
Both babies and Mums are doing brilliantly 
well, and I can safely say both babes have 
received multiple cuddles thanks to their 
inaugural visits to the staff room!

The Woman in Black
This term Form 9 have spent their English 
lessons working on ghost stories, more 
specifically analysing extracts from The 
Woman in Black by Susan Hill … so what 
could be more perfect than having the 
opportunity to actually see their studies 
in action thanks to the current London 
production.  There is no doubting the 
children came away feeling inspired as 
well as suitably scared by the frequent 
“visitations” of the Woman in Black – a 
great day out for all!

A Trip to Wisley

Form 4 visited the beautiful RHS Gardens 
at Wisley this term as part of their Science 
lessons.  Amidst the sunshine (ish!) and the 
flowers the children enjoyed a brilliant day 
discovering the different barks of trees as 
well as finding the oldest Bonsai tree in the 
gardens.  Armed with their worksheets, 
the children also entered Wisley’s 
famous glass houses and experienced the 
humidity of the tropics and splendour of 
the tropical flora and fauna – the perfect 
setting for a perfect day out.   

Memories!



The children in Form 4 swapped their 
uniform for Victorian school clothes this 
term when they visited The Victorian 
School Rooms in Guildford.  Tackling 
activities including Recitation, Physical 
Drill, Object Lessons and Needlework, 
the children then had a try at Copperplate 
Handwriting as well as playing with 

an assortment of Victorian toys in the 
afternoon.  A great day enjoyed by all and I 
have to say, upon hearing that in Victorian 
times there could be over 100 children in 
a class and that the cane was the preferred 
choice of punishment, children in Form 4 
are a little more appreciative of St. Ed’s … 
who can blame them!

Supporting their geography classes, Form 
9 spent a day this term at Juniper Hall in 
Dorking. A field centre run by the field 
study council, our Form 9 geographers 
spent the day collecting data to look 
at how the river changes from source 
to mouth. Visiting two separate sites, 
everyone collected readings on the river’s 
width and depth and seemed not to be 
put off at all by the driving rain all day … if 
you’re going to get wet, where better than 
whilst standing in a river!  

River Analysis

A Victorian Day
A key part to the St. Ed’s ethos is to provide 
its pupils with as many opportunities as 
possible, ensuring that when it is time 
to move on to pastures new, they leave 
in the knowledge that they are fully 
prepared for what life has to offer them.  
As one can never be sure when a honed 
knowledge of ‘wand proficiency’ may be 
required, Form 6 spent a day at MGM 
Studios a few weeks ago, discovering and 
learning about the World of Harry Potter.  
It may sound like fun to you, but for our 
Form 6s it was extremely hard work, 
especially when mastering the spells, 
Arresto Momentum, Homenum Revelio 
and Rennervate.  Their reports for the day 
were pleasing with Professor McGonagall 
commenting, “the performance of the St. 
Ed’s pupils was outstanding, all of them 
showing true potential for future wizardry 
scholarships.”  Well done everyone!

Masterclass in Wizardry

The Woods are Watching
Following the end of their exams, Form 
8 spent an afternoon working on their 
art project involving clay creation.  With 
former St. Ed’s art legend, Mr Budgen 
joining them, everyone recreated JRR 

Tolkien’s Ents and brought our school 
woods to life by creating a collection of 
fantastical weird and wonderful clay faces.  
All Hobbits and Elves to report directly to 
the woods from now on please!  

Form 6MS certainly woke up their peers 
and staff this term when they presented 
their assembly all about the benefits of 
doing 5 minutes of exercise every morning 
to help wake up the mind and body.  

Highlighting inspirational people including 
Joe Wicks who is motivating a whole 
generation of children to get fit, Form 6MS 
had the entire audience (including parents!) 
doing a short work out in the Jubilee Hall!  

Wake Up!



The Play that Goes Wrong
Taking on Henry Lewis, Jonathan Sayer 
and Henry Shields’ well known comedy, 
The Play that Goes Wrong is no mean 
feat, but our Year 10 IGCSE students 
most certainly smashed it this term!  
With the performances counting 
towards their final marks, the Jubilee 
Hall was packed to the seams with 
the able cast performing exerts from 
the play demonstrating their naturally 
honed comical and dramatic talents.   
Many congratulations to everyone …  
an A* performance.





Miss Stoyle reports:
Our Form 10 Geography students 
spent four days last week in Slapton 
Sands in South Devon, collecting and 
analysing data in preparation for their 
final examinations in the summer term 
of Form 11. Having “not” enjoyed an 
early start to our journey on Friday 
morning, our first stop was at the field 
study centre where everyone familiarised 
themselves with the key geographical 
features and processes of the area, before 
heading down to Slapton Sands to study 
the rare formation of the bar.  Everyone 
certainly built up an appetite and having 
returned to the field centre for some 
much needed sustenance, the students 
finished off their first day with some 
further classroom work before bedtime.  

Thankfully, a quiet night and a full 
English breakfast welcomed everyone 
as they prepared for the first part of 
their data collection along the coastline.  
Starting at Start Point (unsurprisingly!) 
and moving around to Strete, the 
students collected sediment samples, 
undertook bi-polar analysis of the coastal 

management approaches and conducted 
a number of beach profiles.  Continuing 
onto their secondary data, they also had 
to look at the Geology, prevailing and 
secondary wind directions and explore 
the different wave types.  Thankfully the 
wind was on their side for the day, and 

Slapton Geography Field Trip 2019
following a day in the warm sunshine 
it was soon time to return to the field 
centre to start drawing their conclusions 
to the key questions.

On Sunday, everyone headed to 
Plymouth to explore human Geography 
in an urban environment.  They spent 
the day visiting several different locations, 
studying the environmental quality as 
well as building types and, as part of the 
secondary data analysis, the students 
explored the population pyramids of each 
locating, discounting the seagulls of course!

The time in Slapton Sands flew by, as 
they say, when you’re having fun (!), and 
following 3 busy days, Monday was spent 
packing before the students presented 
their data on the GIS software 
(Geographic Information System) and 
drawing their final conclusions based 
upon all of the data they collected over 
the whole trip.  It was certainly four 
days of hard work for everyone, but 
thanks to the weather and the Devon 
ice cream, it was also a fun and enjoyable 
few days.

Our Form 8s enjoyed a fantastic treat 
this term, visiting The Globe Theatre in 
London to undertake a drama workshop 
exploring the script of ‘The Merry Wives 
of Windsor” which was led by one of 
the Globe’s leading Shakespearian actors.   
If that wasn’t enough, they were also 
treated to a backstage tour of the theatre 
…. we’re not jealous, honestly we’re not!

The Jubilee Hall once again turned into 
‘Studio 54’ as school shoes and uniform 
were swapped for mufti clothes and 
dancing shoes, thanks to this year’s School 
Disco!  A huge thank you to FOSE and to 
all of the parent volunteers who not only 
spared their Friday night to volunteer their 
time, but who also snuck in a few moves 
when their children weren’t watching!

Devil’s Punch Bowl Hike
As Nancy Sinatra 
once said, “these 
boots are made 
for walking” and 
that is exactly 
what Form 8 
did a few weeks 
ago!  Armed with 
back-packs full 
of water and supplies, the children took 
on the unrelenting terrain of the Devil’s 
Punch Bowl to blow away the Common 
Entrance cobwebs! 



Farewell    Form 11



Sports Day 2019
“Victory is in having done your best.  If you’ve done your best, you’ve won.”





The Classics Trip 2019

Mrs Drummond Reports …. 
Form 9 and Form 10 were up early on 
Sunday 23rd June, ready for their 4 day 
trip to Rome. Landing in Rome in the early 
afternoon the group went straight to Ostia 
where an excellent 3-course lunch was 
served. Gladiators were spotted mingling 
with the children (though they looked 
suspiciously like Freya Johnson, Mr Hyett 
and the Headmaster!!) A visit to Ostia 
Antica (Rome’s ancient port) followed 
with many of the children commenting on 
the preservation of the site and just how 
big it was! Being somewhat off the tourist 
trail it was also very quiet so the children 
were able to wander around freely taking 
in the atmosphere and marvelling at the 
beautiful theatre and the impressive 
Temple of Augustus and Roma in the main 
Forum. A coach into Rome was next where 
children checked into the hotel and, after a 
rest, walked to a super local restaurant for 
dinner. A leisurely walk back to the hotel 
taking in the atmosphere in the Pantheon 
square followed dinner and, despite 

their 3-course meal, no-one refused  
Mr Walliker’s offer of a free ice-cream!

Day 2 was set to be busy. Children were 
up for breakfast at 7.30am and then 
headed to the Colosseum, passing the 
Monument to Victor Emmanuelle (the 
Wedding Cake!), Trajan’s Column, Trajan’s 
Markets and the imperial Fora on the way. 
Seeing the Colosseum for the first time 
is always something you never forget and 
the faces on the children were priceless 
but once inside the excitement mounted. 
Being able to look down into the depths 
where slaves, gladiators and animals 
would have worked, sweated and paced 
is a privilege and many of the children 
were in awe both of the size but also the 
sheer engineered construction of this 
wonderfully preserved ancient building. 
Next was the Palatine Hill where children 
looked down on the Circus Maximus and 
imagined the chariot races and noise. 
Following this was a visit to the main 
Roman Forum, taking in the House of the 
Vestal Virgins, the Basilica (law courts), the 
Arch of Septimius Severus and, somewhat 
surprisingly, the place where (allegedly) 
Julius Caesar’s ashes are interred (still 
covered in flowers).  A packed lunch was 
next and then off to the Forum Boarium 
to see the Temple of Hercules the Victor 
where Tobias Bower told (exceptionally 
well) the story of Hercules and Cacus to 
give context to this super building. Next 

was the ‘Mouth of Truth’ where children 
put their hand inside (just like in the film 
‘Roman Holiday’) to see if they have been 
honest all year! I am happy to report, no 
hands were lost! Dinner and time in Piazza 
Navona was how the children spent the 
evening before some much needed sleep 
– when totted up they had walked 9 miles 
that day!
Day 3 was time out of the bustle of Rome as 
children visited Hadrian’s Villa, an amazing 
site built by the Emperor Hadrian who 
found living in Rome too claustrophobic.  
The Canopus never ceases to impress 
and is an iconic image that always lives 
up to my hype! Next was Villa D’Este, 
built in the 16th Century by a disgruntled 
passed-over Pope.  The children loved 
the Renaissance gardens built in terraces 
in the hillside and some had fun running 
through Diana’s Grotto (one of the many 
fountains) – at least it cooled them off! 
Pizza in the evening followed by more fun 
in Piazza Navona and Pantheon Square, 
which included some shopping, rounded 
off a super trip.
All-in-all the trip was an amazing 
experience and one many of the children 
will never forget.  All of the children 
conducted themselves impeccably and 
were an absolute credit to St Edmund’s. 
I hope that one day they will return to 
Rome and explore further, there is still so 
much for them to see. 





Form 3 presented an incredibly entertaining 
assembly all to do with the strength of Yet.  
Thanks to the powers of Superhero 
Brainbox, Grey Matter, Focus Boy and 
Smart Girl, the children conveyed an 
important message to their audience; life 
is all about persevering, not giving up at 

the first instance and never see yourself 
as a failure.  We may not be able to do 
something yet, but if we keep trying, 
we will succeed.  Bodes well for my 
continuous efforts at winning the lottery!  
Thank you Form 3 for an enjoyable start 
to the day.

The Power of Yet

Miss Green and her Chapel Choir visited 
Moorlands Lodge Residential Home this 
term to give them an afternoon of music 
and entertainment.  With the Moorlands 
Lounge filled to the brim with residents, 
the children performed a selection of 
songs from Beauty and the Beast as well 
as the Chapel Choir performing their 
winning entries from the Godalming 
Festival.  There is no doubting the residents 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves with 
plenty of toe-tapping and clapping along.  
A very special afternoon for everyone.

Moorlands 
Summer Tea 
Concert  

At the end of the summer term, Form 3 
visited Butser Ancient Farm as part of 
their discovery work on the Iron Age 
Celts.  Reliving their history text books, the 
children sampled the skills of wattling, chalk 

carving, clunching (the Iron Age’s answer to 
quick dry cement!) as well as taking part 
in their own archeological dig.  Thankfully 
there was just enough time at the end of 
the day to feed the goats and pigs, phew!

Stepping back in time

The Duke of Edinburgh has his work cut out 
having to write all of the certificates for the 
St Ed’s pupils this year, as we’ve been busier 
than ever before with the DofE Award! 
This term, both the Bronze and Silver DofE 
students have been busy focussing on their 
expeditions, with the Form 9s completing a 
two-day practice walk near school before 

venturing out to the South Downs for a 
very wet and windy Bronze assessment. 
When we say wet and windy, that’s an 
understatement!  Thankfully, the Form 11s 
had a slightly warmer time on their final 
Silver expedition in Dorset, finishing at 
Durdle Door after three days away. A huge 
thanks to Dr Roberts and Mr Warren for all 

of their organisation and encouragement, 
but also to Mrs Griggs who, having never 
camped before prior to her first expedition, 
ultimately stole the show by having her tent 
collapse and fly away in the middle of the 
night whereupon she ended up sleeping in 
her car!  Congratulations everyone on a job 
well done!

D of E Update

This term, Form 5 has been learning about 
amazing places in the world during their 
Geography lessons.  A few weeks ago, it 
was the turn of Stonehenge, and in true 
Mrs vO style, what better way to discover 
its wonders than by building a replica using 
the medium of chocolate biscuits!

Stonemunch!



Children in Form 5 stepped back in time 
this month when they visited Henry 
VIII’s most important and sumptuously 
decorated home, Hampton Court Palace.  
Bringing their history class to life, the 
children were given a personal guided 
tour by a Courtier who shared with them 
some interesting facts including Henry 
VIII’s diet which apparently was 72% meat; 
that would explain his more than generous 

depicted girth! A definite highlight of the 
day for the young historians was visiting 
the kitchens where hundreds of cooks 
were frantically cooking actual food using 
the traditional methods used in Tudor 
times, including the turning of the meat.  
Another room that received the children’s 
heightened attention was the Garderobe, 
also known as the Privy … no surprise 
there then!

Hampton Court PalaceRecord breakers
This Summer has seen a historic 
number of sport records broken here 
at St. Ed’s.  Outstanding performances 
by everyone and many congratulations 
to the following:

Swimming Records 
Form 5: 
1L Freestyle, 1L Breaststroke, 1L Butterfly   
Sophia Whiteley 
Form 6: 
1L Backstroke    
Amelia Norwood
Form 7: 
1L Breaststroke    
Oliver Murphy
1L Freestyle    
Amelie Gillett
1L Breaststroke, 1L Butterfly, 4L IM 
Genevieve Whiteley
Form 8: 
2L Freestyle, 2L Breaststroke,  
2L Backstroke, 1L Butterfly 
Wilby Westley
2L Backstroke   
Madelaine Murrin
1L Butterfly    
Kitty Eichhorn  
Senior
Inigo Burrell, Sarah Whiteley, Emma 
Berridge and Dan Jenkins all set 
numerous new swim records for the 
school this term – too many to write 
down according to Mr Balfour!

Sports Day 2019 
U13, 50 metres    
Jamie Gough
U13, 400 metres    
Amelie Gillett
U13 Shott Putt    
Barney Smith
U13 High Jump    
Harry Froggatt 
U13 High Jump    
Elsa Gunn
U13 Discus    
Wilby Westley
U13 Nerf Throw    
Finn Elliss
U11, 1500 metres    
Sophia Whiteley
U11 Cricket Ball    
Rory Butler
U11 Long Jump    
Ben Price
U11 High Jump    
Reuben Harrop
U11 Nerf Throw    
Isobel Austwick
U9 High Jump    
Gabriel Patrella

A Pompeii Diet
As part of their post Common Entrance 
activities, Mrs Drummond, with a lot 
of help from Stephen and his fantastic 
catering team, laid on a Pompeii banquet 
for everyone to divulge in.  On the menu 
was octopus, quails complete with bones, 
figs and fish head soup.  To learn more 
about the Pompeii diet, the kitchen even 
produced their own “Pompeii Poo” for 
everyone to dissect.  The St. Ed’s attention 
to detail … nothing beats it!

All of our girls from Forms 3 through to 
Form 8 enjoyed a “Cricket Workshop” this 
term thanks to Surrey Cricket and their 
expertise!  With Cricket now becoming 
a regular in our girls summer term sport 
lessons and fixture list, everyone had a 
great time learning a whole host of skills 
and tricks!  

Surrey Girls  
Cricket Festival



Hall   of  fame
Get your autograph books at the ready!  A huge congratulations to 
Purdy Kent (F5) who having played an extra in a number of feature 
movies over the last few years, was chosen for her first speaking role 
recently where she spent 5 days filming at the new Disney studio 
on a film for Netflix called Jingle Jangle coming out next Christmas 
with Forest Whittaker.  As if that wasn’t enough, she will be working 
with Director Michael Gracey who was also the Director for the 
Greatest Showman.  A fantastic achievement Purdy … good luck 
with your filming during the Summer and get some rest, as #St. Ed’s 
reckons we’ll be seeing a lot more of you on the big screen over the 
coming years!  Just remember us at your first Oscars!
A truly historic first for St. Ed’s!  The first ever St. Ed’s Orienteering 
Team took part in the Surrey Schools Youth Orienteering Festival 
on 25th June at Newlands Corner.  A collection of schools and 
Scouts/ Guide groups from around the county took part in the 
glorious sunshine around the Surrey Hills and against a field of 
tough competition, our St. Ed’s team won the whole event by 
just one point!  Huge congratulations to Tom Dellar and Jamie 
King (F5), Tommy Rollins (F7) and Phoebe King (F10) for their 
outstanding performance.  
A big high five for Matthew Chedgey (F8) who passed his Grade 
1 piano exam with a Merit grade.!
Congratulations to Madelaine Murrin (F8) for being awarded 
the Guildford Rugby U13 Top Try Scorer for the season award.  
Madelaine also achieved her Blue Belt in Judo this term as well as 
being awarded the Vitrix Ludorum at Sports Day.  What a winning 
streak Madelaine, many congratulations on all of your superstar 
performances!
Well done to Sophie Berry (F3) who starred in the The Life of 
Christ open air production at Wintershall.  Performing in front of 
2000 people, Sophie took part in the Feeding of the Five Thousand 
scene as well as played the crippled child alongside Jesus.  A very 
brave and professional performance Sophie, congratulations.
Presented by the Lannoy School of Performing Arts, a number 
of our girls performed in their annual “Time to Shine” show this 
term.  An absolutely outstanding production and congratulations 
to Bailey Roshier, Laila Roshier, Esme Alliss, Florrie Hyslop, Elsbeth 
Gorse, Georgia Christmas, Purdy Kent and Maggie Darrington for 
their brilliant performances.
A big St. Ed’s fist bump to Freddie Wilson (F9) who was awarded 
the ‘U14s Coaches Player of the Year’ by Guildford Rugby Club 
this season at their awards night.  A fantastic achievement Freddie, 
well done.
Erin Brown (F4) took part in a One Day Event this term with 
her pony Megan.  They represented the Hampshire Hunt pony 
club at Fairoak cross country course at Rogate and it involved 
3 disciplines, dressage, show jumping and cross country.  Erin 
finished individual 2nd on a double clear and the team finished 1st 
place.  Well done Erin and Megan!
Congratulations to Scarlett Whitton (F8) who was awarded a 
distinction in her RAD Grade 5 ballet exam in April.  She also 
auditioned successfully for the Surrey Youth Ballet’s production of 
Swan Lake at Leatherhead Theatre in November this year.
Well done to Samuel Franks (F7) and his team North Hants regional 
training centre who won two out of three of their tournaments at 
Havant and Petersfield recently only going out on goals scored in 
the closing minutes of the last game.  A great achievement Samuel!

Back in September, six Form 4 mums decided to get fit and 
sign up to a triathlon!  They trained whenever they could even 
swimming in lakes at 6am!  They completed the triathlon on 22nd 
June at Cholmondeley Castle, smashing their goals and all doing 
it in under 2 hours.  It was our first triathlon but we are looking 
forward to many more.  A big St. Ed’s Shout Out to Sarah Scholes, 
Lynn Swann, Kiruna King, Rachel Bowen Perkins, Manny Doidge 
and Katie Carlin. Well done Ladies!
It has been a busy year so far for Ethan (F9) and Yasmin Gubby 
(F7)! In the South East Tri series,  after wins at Goodwood and 
Woking in Duathlon, Ethan now embarks on the Tri season 
with performing well at his first Tri event in Brighton with four 
more events to go at Leeds Castle Chichester, Deal and London 
Olympic park.  Keep us posted Ethan and good luck!  For Yasmin, 
she won the Woking Aquathlon and is currently placed 5th in the 
South East Series … wow Yasmin, well done!
A big high five for Alex Loose (F10) who qualified in the long 
jump and triple jump in the Waverley District trials held at 
Charterhouse.  He selected the long jump as his chosen event to 
represent Waverley at the Surrey Schools Championships held in 
Kingston Upon Thames on the 8th June where he finished fourth 
overall.  He jumped at least 3 PB’s during the event and eventually 
finished with a jump distance of 5.83m.  That’s simply brilliant Alex, 
well done.
Toby Williamson (F6) proved his legendary status recently when 
he cycled 135 miles over 4 days around the Scottish Highlands as 
part of an organised cycle tour.  He had a set mileage to achieve 
every day which he managed with some extremely tough ascents 
to tackle but he smashed each and every one of them!  Well done 
Toby, a truly great achievement.
Attending the Phillipa Hogan School of Dance, congratulations to 
Imogen Henderson and Tabitha Patterson (F2) for being awarded 
a joint Ballet Cup for good listening and being quiet/attentive 
during their Grade 1 class ….something their mothers never 
thought they would ever get a prize for!!! 
A big high five to Josh Done (Y9) who has been selected by his 
hockey club (Aldershot & Farnham) to play hockey this summer 
for the Hampshire Development Squad.   Well done Josh, an 
excellent achievement.
Well Done to Tom Coe (F6) who was recognised as the most 
improved football player this season for the Milford Puma U11s 
Sunday squad at their end of year award ceremony.  A brilliant 
performance Tom, well done.
A big St. Ed’s high five for Alex Ruda, who participated in the 
Surrey Youth Games which took place on Saturday 15 June at 
Surrey Sports Park, Guildford.  Following a 6 week Hockey training 
course, Alex was chosen to represent Waverley who after a host 
of great matches against stiff competition, came 3rd in the whole 
tournament.  A fantastic achievement Alex, well done.
A double congratulations for the East family!  First to (F9) who 
completed his first week teaching sailing as an Assistant Instructor 
in May half term at Frensham Ponds. And secondly to Ollie (F6) 
who completed and passed the first stage of his PADI Open 
Water Dive course.  Here’s to the Open Water Dive next!
Well done to Mum and Son duo (Susannah and Jimmy Wilson 
(F6)) who completed a 40km bike ride for local charities together 
this term, although Jimmy did beat his mum by 34 minutes!!

Purdy Kent St. Ed’s Orienteering Team Sophie Berry



# St. Ed’s UP CLOSE

Not only are they at the very heart of 
school life, but they are the heart of 
school life and are often very much taken 
for granted by both the children and staff, 
but we couldn’t do without them!  Our 
three Nurses, Lucy Burrell, Sarah Hard and 
Sheron Elston play a vital role within the 
school, answering the needs of on average 
160 children per week, not to mention the 
open door policy for staff and parents too!  

Think of a school nurse and your mind 
probably conjures up images of a Malory 
Towers-style matron, administering 
spoonsful of foul-tasting medicine to sickly 
children, but the role of the modern-day 
school nurse is far more diverse than 
most of us realise.  Not only do Lucy, Sarah 
and Sheron look after the daily cut knees, 
nose-bleeds, bumps and scrapes, but at 
the top of their agenda is both the mental 
as well as the physical wellbeing of all of 
the children at St. Ed’s, including chronic 
illness, anxiety and friendship issues.   In 
fact, our three Nurses have two meetings 
per week with the school’s liaison 
and pastoral care teams ensuring that 
everyone is up to date and information is 
real time concerning each pupil.  They are 
also the liaison between the children and 
the school counsellor ensuring those that 

need that little bit of extra help receive it 
both sensitively and confidentially.

As well as maintaining daily allergy and 
asthma registers, and ensuring individual 
health care plans are followed through, 
our Nurses run a near immediate incident 
and accident log with direct notification 
emailed to parents, as well as providing 
an accident summary for the office and 
Governors.  They also organise all of 
the medical paperwork and supplies for 
residential and day trips as well as all of 
the sport matches.  In fact, on Wednesday 
afternoons there can be over 20 different 
medical bags and catering requirements to 
sort out for all of the matches!  

In the classroom, our Nurses teach first aid 
training for pupils during activity sessions 
as well as ensuring health promotion 
topics are communicated successfully 
throughout the school, for example this 
term they have highlighted the risks of 
hayfever and asthma, ticks and lyme disease, 
sun awareness and mental health and body 
image.   Further to their safeguarding role, 
they also have on-going training which 
includes assessment & management of 
minor illnesses in adolescents, paediatric 
first aid, concussion, self-harm, supporting 
pupils and staff with mental health issues, 
management of sports injuries and trauma, 

safeguarding, disordered eating, epilepsy 
and diabetes.  Who thought our Surgery 
at St. Ed’s was just a meeting point for 
plaster administration!

There is no doubting that the children find 
in our Nurses a real friend away from the 
classroom; somebody to whom they look 
for a kind word and a gentle approach.  
Rest assured, however, our Nurses are not 
a pushover and they know every dodge in 
the book!

St. Edmund’s Surgery  



Amidst a welcomed sunny day, 
our fantastic FOSE committee 
hosted yet another awesome  

St. Ed’s School Fete.  The top field 
was a smorgasbord of fun, food 

and frivolity for all the family to 
enjoy with too many activities to 
mention …. apart from a special 

“bark out” for Ozymandias 
Pepper (aka Ozy!) for not 

only coming first in the Most 
Handsome Dog category, but also 

for winning “Best in Show” at 
our increasingly popular St. Ed’s 

Crufts.  Well done Ozymandias 
and thank you to each and every 

one of the volunteers on the 
day.   Of course a special shout-
out for Sammie Austwick, Julie 
Wilcox and the FOSE committee 
who worked amazingly hard to 

guarantee such a success!   
Till next year!

Yet another  
Fantastic  

FOSE Fete!





Learning about all the different animals 
in their science lessons, Form 1 decided 
to choose birds as the topic of their 
assembly.  Amongst a host of interesting 

birdy facts, they wowed their audience 
with a beautiful aboriginal story all about 
how birds got their colourful feathers.   
A brilliant assembly!

Birds of a Feather

St. Ed’s is a big advocate of the theory 
that in order for young children to learn, 
they need to be having fun.  This point 
was perfectly proven by Mrs Drinkwater’s 
Form 2 maths class this term!  Introducing 
the children to the concept of Bar Charts, 
everyone had to count their Smarties 
into different colours and represent the 
amounts on their charts.  Apparently Mrs 
Drinkwater wasn’t too sure of the final 
results as weirdly all of the Smarties had 
disappeared before she could check them!

Only Smarties have 
the answer!Thanks to Reception, everyone in the Jubilee Hall dived into the ocean and enjoyed a fun, 

rhyming and colourful adventure as they performed their favourite book “Commotion in 
the Ocean” for all to enjoy!  There was even time for a song and a dance … the chosen 
song?  Under the Sea from the Little Mermaid of course!!  Well done to Reception … a 
fantastic start to everyone’s day!

Under the Sea

Gardener’s World
You may have noticed the new and 
improved garden outside the school office 
this term.  Thanks to the Catt family and 
their beautiful nursery plants, the area has 
been transformed ensuring that our bees 
and pollinators are happy and buzzing!  

Form 2 swapped their Science classroom 
for Witley Common this term where they 
went totally outdoors-tastic!  A day of 
pond dipping, discovering and den building 
… beats the classroom any day!  

A trip to Witley



The judges for both the Junior and Senior 
Declamation competitions this year all commented 
that they had never seen the standard be so high.  
Many congratulations to all of the finalists who 
performed so confidently and eloquently throughout 
and a very special mention to Jasmine Shields who 
was the overall winner for the Forms 3, 4 and 5 
category, and to Madelaine Murrin who won the 
Forms 6, 7 and 8 competition.  

St. Ed’s Declamation

Form 1 swapped their classroom for 
the great outdoors this term, when they 
spent the day at Queen Elizabeth Park as 
part of their animal topic in Science.  It 
was certainly a case of all Christmases, 
Birthdays and holidays coming at once for 
the park’s resident beetles and bugs, as 
the children got well and truly stuck in to 
making their mini beast houses … a case 
of Location, Location, Location for the 
insect world!  Well done Form 1, there’s 
no doubting that thanks to your hard 
work, there are now some very happy and 
snug bugs!

Mini Beast Mania!
On Friday 7th June you may have 
thought that Mrs Roberts and her 
Reception children had all seriously 
overslept and forgotten to get dressed 
for school!  Thankfully, you would have 
been mistaken with such a thought as it 
was actually the BookTrust’s Pyjamarama 
Day! BookTrust is a charity who wants 
every child to experience the warmth, 
joy and comfort of bedtime reading 

and by raising money, they endeavour 
to provide all children in the UK with a 
book as they do not want a single child 
to miss out on the amazing benefits of 
reading together.  So, for a donation of 
£1, all of Reception got to wear their 
pyjamas for the whole day in support of 
BookTrust, and their highlight of the day 
… a special story time with Mr Walliker!  
School just couldn’t get any better!

Pyjamarama Day!



Many congratulations to the entire cast of this year’s Forms 5 to 8 production, The Beauty 
and the Beast.  Amazing performances by everyone and true professionalism on show for 
their delighted audiences to enjoy!

Be our Guest...





Hats Off!
‘Hats off ’ to our Reception, Form 1 and Form 2 
classes for their colourful and energetic production 
this term.  Showcasing their fantastic musical and 
dramatic skills, there’s no doubting the children had 
almost as much fun as the proud and delighted parents 
in the audience!  Well done to all of our superstars 
in the making!



 ..... EYFS Sports Day

Congratulations to all of our young athletes who did so well during their sports 
day this term.  A great afternoon made all the more special thanks to the St. Ed’s 
legendary cream tea!  Well done to all of our Nursery and Reception children – 
all of you were winners on the day!



Living it up at Letton Hall!

An activity filled, fun, inspiring, exhausting and in total contrast to some years, a 
relatively dry and sunny week was spent at Letton Hall in Norfolk this month, with 
all of our Form 8 children enjoying some ‘down time’ following their Common 
Entrance exams – they thoroughly deserved it!





Natural History Club

# St. Ed’s UP CLOSE

Apart from being hugely 
popular with everyone, Natural 
History plays a vital role in our 
understanding of biodiversity, 
evolution, population genetics 
and the environmental impacts 
of climate change, pesticide 
use and so on.  Science 
and technology are playing 
increasingly important roles in 
our lives, and with advances in 
medicine, transportation, and 
communications making life a 
lot easier, these impacts also, 
at the same, contribute to 
new problems like pollution, 
habitat loss, and dwindling 
resources. Our best chances 
for overcoming these problems 
not only lie in science but more 
importantly in an improved 

understanding of our natural 
world which is why Dr Inward, 
(who worked at the Natural 
History Museum in London 
prior to working at St. Ed’s), and 
Mrs Bennett and their fantastic 
Natural History Club are an 
integral and fundamental part 
of our Form 4 curriculum.

After lunch on a Tuesday, 
whatever the weather you will 
not be surprised to see them 
all out in the school grounds 
discovering, learning, building 
and creating all in the name of 
Natural History.  

Activities this year have 
included building log piles to 
provide stag beetles and lots 
of other insects and bugs a 

warm welcoming home; flower 
identity, birds and their song, 
bug hunts and recognising 
different bugs, leaf collecting 
and printing, bark rubbing, 
making bird feeders and to 
help against the rapid decline 
in Hedgehogs, everybody 
worked hard with setting up 
two new Hedgehog homes in 
the woods!  Dr Inward and 
Mrs Bennett have great plans 
for the future in the hope 
that more of the children 
will be given the opportunity 
to explore and discover the 
exciting natural history hidden 
within the school’s 40 acres.

There’s no surprise that Tuesday 
lunchtimes for Form 4 are the 
absolute best!



Those who attended the Summer Concert last week were certainly treated to a music spectacular! Many congratulations to 
everyone for their amazing talent and fantastic performances, the highlight of which was one final performance by our two GCSE 
music scholars, Ben Daunter and Reuben Anelay …. standing ovations for both!

 ..... The Summer Concert



..... St. Ed’s Gallery

Form 4 have been creating landscape drawings of St. Ed’s and turning them into 
paintings in the style of Van Gogh.

Form 6 have been developing 
their stitching skills by creating 
cushion covers using heat 
transfer paints.

Form 9 have been working hard 
creating final pieces for their 
‘Food’ project.

Special mention to one of our art scholars, 
Madelaine Murrin, who has gained  

a scholarship at Seaford!



Well done to our Form 11s who have now completed their 
Art GCSE!

Form 10 have 
completed their 
“Journey” project, 
producing a range 
of final pieces in a 
variety of media.



 ..... Mr Harnden’s Designs

Forms 3 and 4 have been making good use of the workshop during Wednesday free 
time.  At this point of the year there is always a range of spare or ‘scrap’ material in 
the workshop which the children have been allowed free use of.  Some interesting 
results, from cushions to card holders, teddy bear’s play house to watch holders, it’s 
great to see young creativity at its best as well the scrap materials being used for 
something fun and useful-ish!

Form 4 enjoyed the opportunity to 
make some mechanical animals this 
term. Simple linkages were used to 
create these weird and wonderful 
beasts and the good thing about them is 
they nod and always agree with the user.  
Perfect if you need someone to always 
say ‘yes!’ to your questions … isn’t it?

‘The Chain’ by Fleetwood Mac was playing constantly while 
Form 5 made their Fan Powered Cars. (Feel free to show your 
age by playing Air Bass or making gear change noises with Murray 
Walker impressions at this point). These cars had been tested 
and modified numerous times and at the time of going to press 
the leaderboard was topped no less than five girls with India 
Crispin recording an impressive 6.5 seconds over the 10 metre 
course. ‘There’s nothing wrong with the car except that it’s on 
fire’ is something that Murray Walker once said but thankfully 
something that we were able to avoid this term….phew!

Form 6 has also been battling 
it out but this time with 
robots. Class time got pretty 
competitive as you can imagine, 
but before that the pupils 
had to figure out all sorts of 
technical issues like, how to get 
maximum power to the feet, 
how to balance the robots, 
how to configure the cam 
system and, probably the most 
vital skill to learn … how to 
put googly eyes on the front!



Other bits of news…
Several year groups have been taking on the Air Rocket challenge including 
Form 7 who have managed to fire these simple paper tubes with fins and a nose 
cone over 80 metres!

Form 6 has been trying to build bridges…Lego bridges to be specific. The groups 
have been split into three to create structures to carry the St. Ed’s Express from 
one side of the room to the other and back again. We had a few derailments 
due to poor inclines but thankfully no leaves on the line, strikes and no crashes 
onto the workshop floor!

Last year we were lucky to have a supply of reclaimed wood from all the old 
PE benches. We used this to make the Form 6 Pencil Holders. This year the 
construction site that is the Hunstanton building has provided us with a very 
useful stock of materials, most of which was the roof supports from the old 
building. All of this wood was rubbish but not to us at St. Ed’s!  Why bin it, when 
you can upcycle it!  Currently being de-nailed, planed and cut to size, next year 
you will see this once forgotten roof become alive again in the format of Pencil 
Holders, Bookends or bespoke and Boho pieces of GCSE coursework….the 
possibilities are endless.  Yesterday’s roof becomes tomorrow’s computer desk!

During Thursday activities Forms 7 and 
8 have been attempting the Spaghetti 
Challenge. This is a design challenge 
created by Peter Skillman which you 
can find on the TED talks. It involves 
creating the tallest tower from 20 
pieces of spaghetti (dry, not cooked), 
a yard of tape, a yard of string and the 
marshmallow that sits on top. Tests have 
shown that children do better than 
adults at this test and MBA grads and 
CEOs do the worst! Why not test the 
family this summer and see if you can 
beat the school record of 117cm!

 ..... Mr Harnden’s Designs

Form 9 has been working on 
a desktop tidy system using 
the De Stijl art and design 
movement as their inspiration. 
Sit back and admire the simple 
bold construction lines and 
the juxtaposition of the limited 
palette…how it balances the 
functionality of the object against 
our busy lives today. (At this point  
Mr Harnden had to leave the room 
and think about making mechanical 
card animals with Form 4 again!)
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..... Miss Green presents the Community Concert
The stage was alight with talent at this year’s Community Concert!  Rock bands, singing, dancing, trumpets, saxophones, guitars, 
piano and even a recorder and a bassoon! With families and friends performing together the evening could not represent the ethos 
of St. Ed’s more!  Of course the highlight of the evening was the inaugural performance of the St. Ed’s Community Choir who 
brought the festivities to a close with a fantastic rendition of Queen’s, “Don’t Stop Me Now” … ably assisted by the Headmaster 
on the drums!  Congratulations to all of our Community Concert performers for such a fantastic night of talent and entertainment.


